


Date First....

June 17th 
1919

PAGB meeting

1919 Meeting with Minister for Health

1920 Regulatory challenge: the proposed Patents Medicine Bill

1924 Company suspension (Clement & Johnson) for refusing to amend its Yadil advertising

1926 Name change to PAGB

1936 Self-regulated advertising Code in the world 

1938 Medical Advisor – Dr Alfred Cox, past-Secretary of the BMA

1939 Time Government asked PAGB to set up an organisation – the Proprietary Medicines Export Group

1942 Became a Limited Company

1947 Advertising Advisory Panel

1948 British Code of Standards of Advertising Relating to the Advertising of Medicines and Treatments introduced  
– based on the PAGB Code

1956 Special Committee created to discuss European Free Trade

1959 To author a WHO paper on the control of proprietary medicines

1960 Voluntary ‘Keep out of reach of children’ label introduced by PAGB members

1965 Survey of the UK population’s ailments and how they are managed



1972 Associate membership introduced

Self Care Panel meeting with doctors and sociologists

1975 Joint public safety campaign with Health Education Council 

Voluntary introduction of child resistant closures by PAGB members

1978 Joint self care symposium with Health Education Council 

1980 Publication on the economics of self-medication

1981 Involvement in developing PIP codes

1981-82 Proposed amends to the Medicines (Prescription Only) Order 1980 to  
suggest criteria for POM to P switches

1982 Project to help people with poor literacy understand their medicines labels

1983 POM to P switch of Nurofen and Imodium/Arret 

1987 Survey in the world on products and packaging 

1989 Joint self care conference with DH

1990 Special Committee created to discuss European Free Trade

1991 Food supplements Code

1992 Joint symposium with the Medicines Control Agency on POM to P

1993 OTC Directory for doctors

1996 OTC training programmes launched for doctors and pharmacist 



1998 Diploma in OTC Healthcare for industry sales representatives

Launch of Consumer Health Information Centre (CHIC) 

1999 Research with RCGP to examine self care at the primary care interface

Health Supplements Information Service (HSIS) launch

2000 DH NHS plan highlights self care as first level of care

2004 Provided the secretariat for the All Party Group on Primary Care and Public Health (until 2015)

Self care continuum presented at the AESGP annual conference

2011 Self Care Forum founded with DH

2012 Online course on minor ailments for GPs and practice nurses 

2015 Qualitative research to identify A&E visits for minor conditions

2019 Medical Devices Consumer Code introduced

PAGB celebrates a centenary of consumer healthcare


